SYLLABUS 2016-2017
	Teacher
	Mrs. Houri Badalian

	E-mail
	hourig.badalian@gmail.com

	Phone
	(818) 892 – 7991

	Conference Hours
	After school or by appointment


	Course Name
	English Language Arts

	Course Number
	Reading: E241    Writing: E240

	Grade Level
	Fourth

	Textbooks 


	Harcourt Publishers – California Excursions

	Resources/
Assessments


	Weekly tests, homework /classwork, fluency tests, silent reading logs, projects (done outside of class), and writing assignments (graded - 5 steps of writing)

	Required Materials


	Textbook, Homework/Practice Book, Spiral Notebook

	Course Description:

Students will understand the basic features of reading and will use this knowledge to achieve fluency.  During this course, students read grade level material and will use a variety of comprehension skills in order to develop understanding.  Students will read and respond to a wide variety of works in children’s literature as well as distinguish between literary elements.

This course will focus on students’ ability to write clear and coherent sentences with a central idea.  During this time, they will focus development of skills through the writing process.  Students will work to write and speak with standard English conventions.  The students learn to recognize basic components of a sentence and of story structure.  They learn word knowledge, reading comprehension skills and strategies, inquiry skills and strategies, writing and language arts skills and strategies, the 5 steps of the writing process, fluent reading strategies, and develop knowledge of new weekly vocabulary and spelling words. 
Students read and understand grade-level –appropriate material, draw upon a variety of comprehension strategies, write clear and coherent sentences and paragraphs. They will become efficient in speaking with a command of standard English conventions appropriate to this grade level.   



	ESLRs Addressed

	  1a    1b    1c
	  2a    2b    2c
	  3a    3b    3c
	  4a    4b    4c
	  5a    5b    5c

	Re-enter in the following boxes the designated ESLRs numbers, which are addressed by this course

	1a    1b      1c
	
	3a      3b    3c
	4a     4b   4c
	5a   5b   5c


Content Standards

	The following is the California Department of Education Content Standards of this Course.







	Listening and Speaking GRADE FOUR 

2.0 Speaking Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 

2.1 Make narrative presentations: 

a. Relate ideas, observations, or recollections about an event or experience. 

b. Provide a context that enables the listener to imagine the circumstances of the event or experience. 

c. Provide insight into why the selected event or experience is memorable. 

2.2 Make informational presentations: 

a. Frame a key question. 

b. Include facts and details that help listeners to focus. 

c. Incorporate more than one source of information (e.g., speakers, books, newspapers, television or radio reports). 

2.3 Deliver oral summaries of articles and books that contain the main ideas of the event or article and the most significant details. 

2.4 Recite brief poems (i.e., two or three stanzas), soliloquies, or dramatic dialogues, using clear diction, tempo, volume, and phrasing.
If need be please use additional pages


Common Core Standards 

	The following is the Common Core Standards

	Literature
Key Ideas and Details:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.2
Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.3
Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions).

Craft and Structure:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.5
Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.6
Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person narrations.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.7
Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of the text, identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions and directions in the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.8
(RL.4.8 not applicable to literature)

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.9
Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.10
By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Writing

Text Types and Purposes:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1
Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1.A
Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to support the writer's purpose.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1.B
Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1.C
Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1.D
Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2.A
Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2.B
Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2.C
Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another,for example, also, because).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2.D
Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2.E
Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3.A
Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3.B
Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3.C
Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3.D
Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3.E
Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.

Production and Distribution of Writing:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.5
With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 4 here.)

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.6
With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.7
Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.8
Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.9
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.9.A
Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., "Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions].").

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.9.B
Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., "Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text").

Range of Writing:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.10
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Language

Conventions of Standard English:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1.A
Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when, why).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1.B
Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb tenses.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1.C
Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1.D
Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag rather than a red small bag).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1.E
Form and use prepositional phrases.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1.F
Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons.*

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1.G
Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).*

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.2
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.2.A
Use correct capitalization.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.2.B
Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.2.C
Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.2.D
Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Knowledge of Language:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.3
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.3.A
Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.*

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.3.B
Choose punctuation for effect.*

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.3.C
Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion).

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4.A
Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4.B
Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4.C
Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.5
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.5.A
Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in context.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.5.B
Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.5.C
Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.6
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

If need be please use additional pages


Syllabus Content

(tentative)

Semi-quarter syllabus includes the textbook chapters, additional resources and other relevant information.

	Semi-Quarter 1

	Week 1


	Explain classroom rules and homework

	Week 2


	Theme 1 Lesson 1 “The Hot and Cold Summer”

Spelling, Vocabulary, and Comprehension Test 

Focus Skill: Character Traits/Motivation

Grammar: Declarative/Interrogative Sentences

Spelling: Words with Short Vowels

	Week 3


	Theme 1 Lesson 2 “Mighty Jackie: The Strike-Out Queen”

Spelling, Vocabulary and Comprehension Test 

Focus Skill: Character Traits/Motivation

Grammar: Imperative/Exclamatory Sentences; Interjections

Spelling: Long vowels and vowel digraphs

	Week 4


	Theme 1 Lesson 3 “Danita Brown Leaves Town”

Spelling, Vocabulary, and Comprehension Test on Friday

Focus Skill: Compare and Contrast

Grammar: Subjects/Predicates

Spelling: Variant vowels and diphthongs

	Week 5


	Theme 1 Lesson 4 “Kai’s Journey to Gold Mountain”

Spelling, Vocabulary, and Comprehension Test

Focus Skill: Compare/Contrast

Grammar: Complete and Simple Subjects/Predicates

Spelling: Inflections –ed and –ing


	Semi-Quarter 2

	Week 1


	Grammar Test 

Narrative Writing

Focus: Voice and Word Choice

Focus Skill/Grammar/Spelling: review lessons 1-4 (Parts of a Sentence)

	Week 2


	Theme 2 Lesson 6 “On the Banks of Plum Creek”           

Spelling and Vocabulary Test

Spelling: Consonants plus –le

Focus Skill: Plot—Conflict/Resolution

Grammar: Compound Subjects/Predicates



	Week 3


	Theme 2 Lesson 7 “Justin and the Best Biscuits in the World”

Spelling, Vocabulary, and Comprehension Test 

Focus Skill: Plot – Conflict/Resolution

Grammar: Simple/Compound Sentences

Spelling: VCCV-Same Medial Consonants

	Week 4


	Theme 2 Lesson 8 “Three Little Cyberpigs”

Spelling and Vocabulary Test 

Focus Skill: Author’s Purpose and Perspective

Grammar: Prepositional Phrases

Spelling: VCCV-Different Medial Consonants

	Week 5


	Theme 2 Lesson 9 “Weaving a California Tradition”

Spelling, Vocabulary, and Comprehension 

Focus Skill: Author’s Purpose and Perspective

Grammar: Clauses and Phrase; Complex Sentences

Spelling: VCCCV Patterns


	Semi-Quarter 3

	Week 1


	Expository Writing

Focus: Ideas and Organization

Grammar Test: Lesson 6-9 (Types of Sentences)

	Week 2


	Theme 3 Lesson 11 “Mimicry and Camouflage”         

Spelling, Vocabulary and Comprehension

Focus Skill: Text Structure—Cause/Effect

Grammar: Common/Proper Nouns

Spelling: VCV Pattern

	Week 3


	Theme 3 Lesson 12 “Mountains”

Spelling and Vocabulary Test 

Focus Skill: Text Structure—Cause/Effect

Grammar: Singular/Plural Nouns

Spelling: Prefixes re-, un-, non-

	Week 4


	Theme 3 Lesson 13 “Fire Storm”

Spelling, Vocabulary and Comprehension Test 

Focus Skill: Draw Conclusions

Grammar: Possessive Nouns

Spelling: Suffixes –able, -ible, -ness, -ment, -less

	Week 5


	Thanksgiving Week

Writing a Narrative


	Semi-Quarter 4

	Week 1


	Theme 3 Lesson 14 “The Stranger”

Spelling, Vocabulary, and Comprehension Test on Friday

Focus Skill: Draw Conclusions

Grammar: Pronouns and Antecedents

Spelling: Ending /ǝn/

	Week 2


	Theme 4 Lesson 16 “So You Want to Be an Inventor?”                     

Spelling, Vocabulary and Comprehension Test on Friday          

Focus Skill: Fact and Opinion

Grammar: Possessive Pronouns

Spelling: Ending /ǝl/

	Week 3


	Persuasive Writing

Focus: Voice and Ideas

Grammar Test: Lessons 11-14 (Nouns)

	Week 4


	Persuasive Writing

Focus: Voice and Ideas



	Week 5


	Christmas Crafts and Activities

Finish Projects


	Semi-Quarter 5

	Week 1


	Theme 4 Lesson 17 “Just Like Me”

Spelling, Vocabulary, and Comprehension Test 

Focus Skill: Fact and Opinion

Grammar: Subject/Object Pronouns

Spelling: Ending /ǝr/

	Week 2


	Theme 4 Lesson 18 “Hewitt Anderson’s Great Big Life”

Spelling, Vocabulary and Comprehension Test 

Focus Skill: Theme

Grammar: Adjectives/Articles

Spelling: Parts over-, under-, sub-

	Week 3


	Theme 4 Lesson 19 “Juan Verdades: The Man Who Couldn’t Tell a Lie”

Spelling, Vocabulary, and Comprehension Test 

Focus Skill: Theme

Grammar: Comparing Adjectives

Spelling: Irregular Plurals and Possessives

	Week 4


	Writing Process

Grammar Test: Lessons 16-19 (Pronouns and Adjectives)

	Week 5


	Theme 5  Lesson 21 “Because of Winn-Dixie”      

Spelling, Vocabulary and Comprehension Test

Focus Skill: Character, Setting and Plot

Grammar: Main and Helping Verbs

Spelling: Suffixes –ant, -ent, -eer, -ist, -ian


	Semi-Quarter 6

	Week 1


	Theme 5 Lesson 22 “My Diary from Here to There”

Spelling, Vocabulary, and Comprehension Test 

Focus Skill: Character, Setting and Plot

Grammar: Action/Linking Verbs

Spelling: Parts in-, out-, down-, up-

	Week 2


	Theme 5 Lesson 23 “The Cricket in Times Square”

Spelling, Vocabulary and Comprehension Test 

Focus Skill: Sequence-Story Events

Grammar: Present-Tense Verbs; Subject-Verb Agreement

Spelling: Suffixes –ation, -ition, -al, -ial

	Week 3


	Short Story Writing

	Week 4


	Theme 5 Lesson 24 “Mangrove Wilderness”

Spelling, Vocabulary, and Comprehension Test 

Focus Skill: Text Structure-Sequence

Grammar: Past/Future Tense Verbs

	Week 5


	Grammar Test: Lesson 21-24 (Verbs)


	Semi-Quarter 7

	Week 1


	Theme 6 Lesson 26 “Dragons and Dinosaurs”

Spelling, Vocabulary and Comprehension Test on Friday

Focus Skill: Main Idea and Details

Grammar: Irregular Verbs

Spelling: Silent Letters

	Week 2


	Theme 6 Lesson 27 “Grand Canyon: A Trail Through Time”

Spelling, Vocabulary, and Comprehension Test on Friday

Focus Skill: Main Idea and Details

Grammar: Contractions and Possessive Pronouns

Spelling: Green and Latin Word Parts

	Week 3


	Theme 6 Lesson 28 “The Bunyans”

Spelling, Vocabulary and Comprehension Test on Friday

Focus Skill: Figurative Language

Grammar: Adverbs

Spelling: Homophones

	Week 4


	Review for Standardized Tests

	Week 5


	Standardized Tests


	Semi-Quarter 8

	Week 1


	Novel: Shiloh
Chapters 1-3

	Week 2


	Novel: Shiloh
Chapters 4-7

	Week 3


	Novel: Shiloh
Chapters 8-11

	Week 4


	Novel: Shiloh
Chapters 12-15

	Week 5


	Review for the Year

Preparation for Summer


Classroom Rules
	This section includes the rules set by the teacher and the consequences of violating these rules.

	Houri Badalian (4B Homeroom)

**Classroom Rules:

1. Follow directions the first time they are given

2. Raise your hand and wait for permission to speak

3. Raise your hand for permission to leave your seat

4. When working in pairs or groups, use your “six-inch voice”

5. Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself

**Reinforcement:

1. Raffle tickets for positive behavior

2. Positive notes home
3. Daily Behavior Chart: rewards for 35 days of good behavior
**Consequences:

1. Tickets taken away

2. Clips pulled: Blue (good day), Green (warning), Yellow (note home), Red (visit office)




Assessment Method
	This section includes rules set by the school administration

	Test/Quiz Policy

Students take at least TWO tests and two quizzes per class or course per semi-quarter.  Two to four quizzes may be counted as one test.  It is up to the individual teacher to adopt a policy to drop the lowest test grade of a student in calculating the quarter grade.  No more than two tests are scheduled on the same day.  The test scheduled last will be automatically dropped.

Test/Quiz Make-Up

Students with excused absences shall have the opportunity to complete missed class work and make up all tests receiving full credit. The student is responsible to arrange for the make-up. 

Students who miss a test/quiz because of an unexcused absence will receive a failing grade on that test/quiz, except when the teacher decides to offer the chance for make-up. 

If a student misses a test/quiz while on suspension, he/she will not have the opportunity to make up the test/quiz and will receive an "F". 

Cheating  

Acts of cheating or plagiarism will result in suspension and the student will receive an "F" (20/100) on the test or the assigned work.



	This section includes grade percent distribution and additional rules set by the teacher

	Academic Grade Scale - Grades K-5

	Letter Grade
	Scale 
of 100
	Scale 
of 4
	

	A+
	100-97
	4.0
	

	A
	96-93
	4.0
	Exceeds grade level standards

	A-
	92-90
	3.7
	

	B+
	89-87
	3.3
	

	B
	86-83
	3.0
	Meets grade level standards

	B-
	82-80
	2.7
	

	C+
	79-77
	2.3
	

	C
	76-73
	2.0
	Partially meets grade level standards

	C-
	72-70
	1.7
	

	D+
	69-67
	1.3
	

	D
	66-63
	1.0
	Below grade level standards

	D-
	62-60
	0.7
	

	F
	59-0
	0
	Fail

	Houri Badalian – Fourth Grade Breakdown

Tests ( 40%

Quizzes/Projects  (  20%

Classwork (  20%

Homework  (  10%

Class Participation  (  10%




